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  Happy New Year - January 2009 Edition of ASNT Newsletter

Next meeting: Sunday, January 11, 2009
Doors Open: 1 pm, business meeting at 1:30 pm, speaker begins at approximately 1:45 -2 pm.

Location: Stacy’s Furniture Store, 3rd floor community room

                    1900 S. Main St.

                    Grapevine, TX

                    Map on last page of newsletter. 

Speaker: Ruth Smith                       Program: Erecting and Using Diurnals
Ruth Smith will be showing us a method of erecting both a monthly and daily diurnal and how to read them. She considers diurnals to be wonderful tools for a peek into what’s in store for the day or the month so you can plan accordingly.

                                                                             Biography

Ruth Smith has been in astrology for over seventy years. Her mother was a well known astrologer and she cut her eye teeth on astrological jargon, beginning to really study it from age 11. In the fifties, she studied astrology at the Lake Community College in Oregon, erected charts for family and friends, but to the day considers herself a student of astrology, not a practitioner. 

In 1972 she helped found the Astrology Research Guild in Orlando, Florida under the leadership of Sylvia DeLong. About two years later Ruth became the publisher and editor of the ARG Newsletter/Magazine which had readership in sixteen states and one foreign country. She held the post for twelve years. 

In 1972 she learned a method of reading a deck of cards in the format of the astrological houses and has been doing that professionally ever since. A former AFA member, she remains an avid proponent of astrology. 
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New Year, New Beginnings

It’s hard to believe we’re already at the end of another year. Endings and beginnings, the circle of life, the ever repeating cycles of astrology, it’s all connected. I know we’re all connected and yet have you ever felt disconnected, like someone pulled a crucial wire somewhere and left you hanging, only half functional? 

The other day, I had to open up my computer to fix a minor problem, so I pulled all the wires and then put it all back together, but I didn’t get the sound wire plugged into the right slot and I don’t have sound on my computer. It feels a bit strange. I’ve unplugged and replugged it a couple of times in different slots, but nothing happened. Not the right one yet. But I’ve done it before and I can do it again. 

Sometimes life feels like that to me when I’m at the end of a cycle and the new isn’t fully functional yet. I’m in a major transition period right now, highlighted by the Uranus/Saturn opposition hitting my chart across the fourth/tenth house axis and aspecting my natal Sun, Saturn and Moon. Plus, good ol’ Pluto conjunct Mars is transiting my eighth house and filling in the missing leg of my T-Square, giving me a grand square. Oh, fun.

The interesting thing is, this Grand Square with Pluto transforming my world from the inside out is having quite an impact on how I make money (opposing Mars in the second) and showing the areas of change (Venus in the eleventh and Neptune in the fifth). I have decided and have moved forward on a strong urge to shift to using my art abilities to make a living. I’m transitioning to writer and artist on a more personally creative level. I have used writing before: writing ad copy, writing technical books and periodicals for an employer, editing and writing brochures. I have done illustration for other people as well as graphic design. Now I am moving into writing novels and painting pictures, both of which have been a closet dream of mine most of my life. It’s about time!

I’m again feeling a bit unplugged, not fully functional in my new world. It requires adapting my attitudes and schedule to a new way of functioning. It requires discipline, darn it! Never been my strong suit, yet when I read Joanne Wickenburg’s book, Finding a Fulfilling Career, it became obvious to me that developing the discipline, nurturing the projects, adjusting my daily routine, having faith in my abilities is exactly what I have to do to be successful in life on all levels. So here I go.

The other interesting thing that has come out of this little exercise is that I think (maybe?) I have finally put to rest what my rising sign is: Taurus or Gemini. When I went through the book and began applying the information to my chart, I used whole sign houses (not what she is talking about, but for me it works better) and found the Gemini rising hits me right between the heartbeats and left me exhilarated! The Taurus rising left me feeling uncomfortable and anxious. 

I again recommend you look at every application you do in astrology, whether studying career questions, relationship issues, predictive techniques or whatever, by using whole sign houses and see what it tells you. You may find that your world makes more sense and fits you like a Marilyn Monroe evening gown rather than a one-size-fits all body tent that leaves all kinds of squirm room. 

I am certainly feeling more plugged in and hold a greater faith in the value and rightness of this life transition after working through the book in this mode. 

The other situations that have heralded new beginnings to me are two gifted intuitives: Rose Howell and Ruth Smith plus a tarot reading.

Rose confirmed I was on the right path with my choosing to do painting – then she added, “You do know you are a writer?” Then proceeded to suggest writing novels was a very good move for me, with publishing an excellent possibility in 2009. That shows up in my Solar Return as well. For years, I’ve begun novels and never finished them.

I did a Tarot reading several months ago and all but slapped me in the face that I was to get serious about writing novels. Never had a reading that on point and specific before!

And, Ruth Smith did a very unusual card reading for me the other day – using a regular card deck and doing a layout based on an astrological chart format. I’d never heard of it, yet she has been doing them for 35 years and I have to say, she’s quite good at it! It’s a combination of intuition and knowing your astrology. Rather like a good astrologer’s reading of the chart.

She too, saw writing with the possibility of publishing this year, along with the creative element in the arts. I’ll spare you all the details, but just say that the cycle/transition theme shown by the transits to my chart are being confirmed from all quarters. That’s when I begin to feel plugged in and know it’s going to function as it’s supposed to. Just gotta get all the wires into the right holes and go for it. It’s a good feeling.

Happy New Year,
Saundra 

PS- don’t miss the excellent article by David LaGrone in this newsletter and on the website. 

Plus, I’m forwarding the Datebook for 2009 by member Lance Ferguson of Corpus Christi. Kudos to Lance! He also sent hard copies of it for us all, free of charge. I’ll have them at the meeting.  S.

ED. Note- tried to copy a piece of Lance’s datebook into newsletter, no success-please pick up your copy at the meeting, or request a forward from me, astrosusie@yahoo.com . David’s article follows.           .. Sue 
Winter Solstice Chart for Washington DC
By David LaGrone,

Copyright by BELA & Associates

Introduction
For me, the Winter Solstice is a very special time of year signifying the 'conception' of the coming year, whose birth occurs at the subsequent Spring Equinox. I consider that the Winter Solstice is to the solar year what the New Moon is to the lunar month - a time of renewal. According to some belief systems, during the time from the Winter Solstice to the Spring Equinox, the Earth is not dormant - as one might infer from the rather quiet time of nature during this period, but is in 'gestation' preparing to give birth.

While contemporary astrologers do not base much of their work on conception charts, it is my understanding that in times past, astrologers in India paid close attention to these charts. I have only anecdotal information about how these charts were used; so, there is no implication that this analysis is based on the rule-sets from those "good, ole days". Philosophically, the approach here is keyed to the idea that at this annual time of conception the Divine "Masculine" imperative - sometimes called God's Will, is impregnated in the Divine "Feminine" creative impulse. The resultant birth is the "new year" and that "Will" is symbolized by and interpreted through the astrological chart for the time. I now lapse into an analogy: Consider the impregnating energy form; i.e., the Divine "Masculine" imperative, to be analogous to a thought you might have about some new project, the product of which will be something wondrous, no doubt. The Divine "Feminine" creative impulse corresponds to the plan you execute in which you realize your expected wonder. The completion of your project plan does result in a product. However, it is quite likely - at least this tends to be true for my projects, that the product is not exactly like what you "thought" it would be when you first conceptualized it. Furthermore, persons using that product may have a difficult time getting all of the intended benefit you originally conceived your product would provide. 

The chart setup for the exact time of the Winter Solstice at Washington, D.C. was used for this analysis. Washington is used because it is the capital of the United States. Astrologers use the chart related to the capital of a country (or state or even city) to determine the influence of the planets on the populace of the selected unit.

Interpretation:
The Ascendant and the State of the Nation:
The chart used has a Sagittarius ascendant; i.e., Sagittarius is the sign on the eastern horizon for the time used. The ascending sign describes the general tone of the nation and suggests a hopeful people. Mars is very close to the ascendant and shows a nation angry with the state of affairs. Due to certain properties of Mars at that time the people's anger is somewhat divided as to what to do with their anger.

The Lord of the Ascendant and the Focus of the Nation:
Jupiter is the planet that, astrologically, rules Sagittarius. Jupiter's position in the chart is a key indicator of what the people are focused on at this time. Jupiter's position shows the people to be primarily focused on money and self-worth issues. Other factors verify this point of focus, as well, and further emphasize their concern. There appears to be an expectation that the government will provide the solution to these concerns. 

The indications are that the nation's business sector and economy has suffered a serious blow resulting in a great loss of wealth. We feel that this clearly shows the 34% drop in the Dow Jones Industrial Average, a popular index, from it’s year-ago value. This loss is not expected to be recovered in the next 12 months. There are indications of further instabilities in these market indices giving ups and down throughout the year.

These same indicators are related to the housing and real-estate markets and show the depreciated values that combined with the mortgage market issues (more on this below) are forcing many into foreclosure and loss of property.

The chart indicates a positive energy which manifested as the decision to stop or place limits on foreclosures. Regrettably this is a rather weak energy and is not likely to rescue all who are facing home/property losses, now. Other energies which appear to be negative are much stronger now. These negative energies appear to validate the theory that the collapse of the real-estate market led the way to this mess. While the decline in real-estate values is due to a variety of factors, we have been told that the chaos in the mortgage market is a (if not "the") major factor. The energy of Venus, one of the major indicators of "desire", has gotten way out of control. Now, karmic forces are acting which will bring things back into balance. These forces will manifest in what appears to be "evil" or "negative" ways when, in fact, they are very positive forces working to balance something that has gotten way out of balance. Call it "tough love", if you will. A major focus of these balancing energies is on the mortgage markets. The illusions of people's dream world are now being brought into the focus of "reality". The exposure of these illusions will ultimately result in a much more stable economy and lead to a happier populace. [Interestingly, this is the same kind of thing that the Mayan prophecies speak of.]

Banking Industry:
This leads to consideration of the banking industry which, in this chart, is related to Capricorn, and its ruler, Saturn. Traditionally, a conservative industry, there is a lot of concern now that many financial institutions have been far too liberal with their loan policies. The Capricorn influence with ruler-Saturn in Virgo suggests that the policy pendulum may now swing back to the conservative side. However, this energy is a dangerous energy at this time and the results are not likely to lead to financial stabilization during the next 12 months. 

Mercury and Saturn are combined is such a way as to bring business and banking together with their union. As both have strength, there is promise that order may, hereby, be restored out of the country's disarray. However, Saturn's state calls for major restructuring of terms between these two industries; and Saturn is slow to make change. This is another indicator that "the end is not in sight" during the coming year.

Automobile Industry:
As this is being written, the president has authorized an "emergency bailout" fund of $13.4 billion for the automobile industry. Astrologically, there is no expectation that this will completely solve the industry's problems. However, one of the company's, Ford, reflects the potential for a steady, albeit slow, recovery with proper oversight and management - which the government leaders have promised. 

When the auto executives appealed to Congress in mid-November, Venus (astrological indicator of the auto industry) was in Capricorn and ruler-Saturn linked to Venus with significant strength. We believe this to indicate the refusal of Congress to co-operate at that time. Now, Saturn's link has dissipated so much as to indicate almost no interest - or ability, to come to agreement as to what to do. Saturn is located in the part of the chart showing the Executive Branch of the government. It seems that this identifies the source of relief for the auto industry - albeit, temporary.

Labor and the Work Force:
The Moon is the fastest moving planet [although it, technically, is not a planet for astrological purposes it is so considered] and, is associated with that part of the chart governing "major or significant changes in affairs". It is the Moon, in this chart, which shows the strongest influence on labor and the work force. It promises change throughout the coming 12 months. Unfortunately, the changes to date have been record-setting job losses - over two million in this year alone. And the concern over the automobile industry appears to be the further impact on unemployment within that industry and satellite businesses. The auto industry has already announced extended holiday periods for all employees beyond what is usually observed. Labor is fearful that this forebodes other or longer non-work periods.

Astrologically, now, it is fear which is leading the changes. Note, I did not say that fear is "driving these changes". From a perspective of fear, it is hard for some to see the positive side of change. The needed changes have begun; but there remains additional down-turn in employment ahead. (See "Last, but not least", below for more about this.)

Money Supply:
Money is the energy type that is perceived to be the solution to all our problems, now. So, where is the money going to come from and will it come? Taxes are one possible source. However, the chart shows that additional taxation of the people in the coming year will not produce any significant source of funds to help the problems we have - and the problems we continue to create. In this chart, Mercury offers some possibility through foreign trade. Yet, recent figures (see http://www.census.gov/indicator/www/ustrade.html) show a monthly deficit in excess of $50 billion a month all this year. Furthermore, Mercury's state is such as to indicate further aggravation of the trade figures. The source of salvation (?) seems to be from foreign or "hidden" sources (or both, meaning foreign sources whose agreements and covenants are "hidden" from open view). This is a mixed blessing with the result being the United States is worse off than we were before these agreements were made. We believe the chart indicates that we, individually and collectively, must take responsibility for our own condition. Not in an "isolationist" manner; but in such a way that we are independent of others yet, with love and compassion, are able - and willing to help others. [OK, I'll quit preaching, now.]

Last, but not least:
This chart shows the most of the planets to be in a configuration where they are bound by karmic forces. These karmic forces will work with the other energies to bring balance to a grossly out-of-balance economic (and social?) structure. New challenges will be forthcoming in the arenas governed by these bound planets. However, Venus is able to exert more freedom of expression. It is believed that this will come in the form of relief to the automobile industry; although that is not assured. After all, "free will" is one of the karmic forces at play.

The Moon breaks up this pattern of bound karmic forces by year-end (yeah, next week!). So, the forecast is that the most serious additional damage to the economy will occur by year-end. (This is not to say that there will not be further deterioration after that time.) Why now? How might this happen? Through the impact on the work force; i.e., further unemployment. This will have a ripple effect throughout the whole economy. Even if the automobile industry downturn "bottoms out" and a potentially successful recovery plan is enacted there are many other sources of economic pressure that may surface. For example, there have been announcements of companies going bankrupt and other companies planning lay-offs weekly - if not daily. This is likely to produce more such incidences due to ripple effects through businesses which are dependent on supplying products and services to those going out of business or reducing production. Also, the Christmas season is usually the time of year that "makes" or "breaks" many retail businesses. Have you noticed the deep-discounted sales that started even before Thanksgiving Day? The potential is for this holiday shopping period; i.e., pre-Thanksgiving Day through the end of the year, to be an economic disaster. 

This ripple effect is shown by karmic forces applying to the bound planets in the pattern of this chart.

In Summary:
The Spring Equinox is the next major, astrological "turning point". The choices that are made - by each of us, during the next three months can decide our "fate", individually and collectively. Those choices, coupled with the new patterns of energy shown at the time of the equinox, will determine the path which follows.

I'll close this with a slogan first presented as a part of the seatbelt law that went into effect in this country many years ago: "Buckle up for safety!"
David LaGrone

P. O. Box 2339
Glen Rose, TX 76043         (254) 898-0595

     Group News
      Hey, here we are!! ASNT group picture from December 2008 meeting
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And a News Flash: Ms. Frances McManemin, PhD and astrologer and adjunct professor of psychology at the University of North Texas has donated her astrological library to ASNT! 

 

This valuable library contains dozens of books, some very rare and out of print, written by Dane Rudhyar, Rob Hand, Zip Dobyns, Maritha Pottenger and many more. 

 

Mira Cosic has organized the books into a library and they will be available at our monthly meetings. 

 

                                                                      *******************************************************************************************

Parking: Please be sure to park on the sides of the building and not in front. Stacy’s has asked us to be sure and respect their need for the front space for their customers. 

                                                         Map to Stacy Home Furnishing Center
Address:       1900 S. Main St.   Grapevine, TX
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Please bring capped water bottles only. No food. 
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